[Clinicopathologic features of lipoprotein glomerulopathy: observation of 6 cases].
Objective: To investigate the clinicopathologic features of lipoprotein glomerulopathy (LPG). Methods: A total of 6 cases (5 males and 1 female, with a mean age of 27.5 years and age range of 11-53 years) of lipoprotein glomerulopathy with complete clinicopathologic data were enrolled. Except for light microscope, immunofluorescence and electron microscopic examination, renal biopsy tissues were checked by oil red O staining. The gene map of apolipoprotein E (ApoE) of 2 cases were analyzed. Results: All 6 cases presented with heavy proteinuria or nephrotic syndrome, and high level of low-density lipoprotein (LDL), very low-density lipoprotein (vLDL), ApoE. Family history of LPG was found in 3 cases, and 2 patients progressed to uremia, or even to death. Pathologic features showed that lipoprotein deposited in glomerulus capillary lumen and renal tubular epithelial cells. Gene analysis demonstrated that 2 cases expressed abnormal ApoE gene (162G>C and 455G>C). Conclusions: Lipoprotein glomerulopathy is autosomal-recessive disease with mutation of ApoE. Common clinical manifestations of LPG are heavy proteinuria or nephrotic syndrome, with a poor prognosis. Renal biopsy pathologic diagnosis can confirm this kidney disease. Emboli of lipoprotein being observed in glomerulus capillary lumen is the pathological feature of LPG.